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Problems confronting the Armed Forces Medical Library 
in connection with publication of the Current List were out- 
lined in the January issue of the AFML NEWS. Further de- 
velopments are as follows: 


A four-column format for the Register and Subject-Index 
sections has been adopted, in contrast to the old three- 
column plan, By using the new format we are able to in- 
crease the number of items listed on a single page by 50%, 
thus decreasing the total mumber of pages required and the 
dollar cost of those pages. The four-column format requires 
a greater ratio of reduction from the original to the 
printed copy, and pushes the legibility factor to its utmost 
limit; this is to be regretted, but it is the only solution 
immediately available. 


The February 1954 issue, which had been mounted accord- 
ing to the old plan; was torn down and remounted according 
to the new plan, This caused some setback in our schedule, 
but the February issue is now in press, and should appear 
shortly. 


Whereas the January 1954 issue contained 450 pages, the 
February issue in the new format will contain 302 pages, and 
subsequent issues will contain 250 pages each, on an average. 


Reduction in number of pages per issue has been insuf- 
ficient in itself to bring the Current List within the new 
dollar limitation. Consequently, an additional measure had 
to be taken; - the number of copies being purchased and dis- 
tributed by the Armed Forces Medical Library has been dras- 
tically slashed. For the November 1953 and preceding issues, 
AFML was buying 2,100 copies; for the January 1954 issue, 
only 1,800 copies were bought, and for the February 1954 and 
subsequent issues, there will be a further cut to 1,500 
copies. These cuts have been achieved almost entirely at 
the expense of the exchange list; as a result, several hun- 
dred journals formerly added to the Library's collection 
through the exchange mechanism will now have to be purchased 
with Acquisition Division book funds. 
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The 1,500 copies now being purchased by AFML will be 


distributed as follows: a) omi 
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We had been particularly worried over the withholding review 
of the December 1953 cumulative issue from publication; we 
are happy to announce that ways and means have now been 1 
found for printing this issue. Although it is a massive 888 Librar 
pages in length, it will be allowed to remain in the old been h 


three-column format, because of the many man-weeks which ered b 
would be required to tear it down and remount it. The larg- hoped 
est problem remaining is how to fit this mammoth issue into the 2n 
the printer's schedule, after the long drought; the ap- to eme 
pearance of remaining issues for this fiscal year is bound compar 
to be delayed, half a 


The big question as to whether or not the pricing poli- 
cy for the Current List is to be altered in such a manner as 
to allow the passing on of part of the costs of editorial 
preparation to subscribers is out of the hands of the Li- 





brary administration; it is being threshed out between high- Black 
er echelons of the Department of Defense and the Bureau of of D 
the Budget, This question will have to be resolved, one way prepa 
or the other, before the present "interim" clearance for the R 


publication, extending to 1 October 1954, can be changed to displ; 
a regular clearance beyond that date. 


If all goes well, Fiscal Year 1955 will see the publi- 
cation of 10 regular monthly issues averaging 250 pages each, 
and 2 cumulative issues averaging 625 pages each, in edi- 
tions of 1,500 copies paid for by the Library. This will sponst 
bring us in just under the wire of the dollar limitation. brari 





The goal of indexing 100,000 articles per year remains un- 131 Ja 
changed. | Libra: 
) brari 

All of the above assumes that our printing budget for | He in 

FY 1955 will not be less than in the current fiscal year. brary 
Should we receive additional cuts, we shall have to be ready jhe ta 
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a) omission of author indexes in the monthly issues, and in- 
clusion of the author indexes in the six-month cumulative 
iggues only; or b) printing of bimonthly issues without cu- 
nulations, We will welcome expressions of opinion from 
users of the Current List as to what sort of "solution" will 
pe preferable if further setbacks do occur. It is the feel- 
ing here that coverage of the literature at the level of 
100,000 items a year should be reduced only as a final re- 
sort. 


SECOND MEETING, FY 1954, AFML ADVISORY GROUP 


The AFML Advisory Group met at the Library on 29 Janu- 
ary 1954, All members were present except Dr. Karl F, Meyer. 
The Current List situation, as described .bove, was the main 
topic of discussion, 





Data outlining gross space requirements for a new build- 
ing, to be presented formally to the Shore Station Develop- 
ment Board, U. S, Navy, on or about 8 February 1954, were 
reviewed and approved, 


The slow progress of draft basic legislation for the 
Library, initiated a year and a half ago, was noted, It had 
been hoped originally that this legislation would be consid- 
ered by the lst Session of the 83rd Congress; it is now 
hoped that it will be released in time for consideration by 
the 2nd Session of the 83rd Congress. The version now about 
to emerge from the Department of Defense is watered down, 
compared to the original, but it is believed wiser to accept 
half a loaf rather than none, 


FEBRUARY EXHIBIT 


The Library's exhibit this month honors Dr. Elizabeth 
Blackwell (1821-1910), the first woman to receive the degree 
of Doctor of Medicine in the United States. The exhibit, 
prepared by Miss Mary Grinnell and Mrs. Elizabeth Koenig of 


| the Reference Division, outlines Dr. Blackwell's life and 


displays her various writings. 


MEETINGS IN WISCONSIN 


The Director attended the Library Buildings Institute 





sponsored by the Association of College and Reference Li- 
braries at the University of Wisconsin in Madison on 30 and 
31 January. He also represented the Armed Forces Medical 
Library at the meeting of the Association of Research Li- 


| braries held during the afternoon and evening of 31 January. 


EB Ts 


He inspected the new #5 million University of Wisconsin Li- 
brary, and made a brief visit to the medical library where 
'he talked with Miss Helen Crawford and Dr. Erwin H. Acker- 
knecht , 
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TREATMENT OF BINDINGS 


Mr. and Mrs, Jean Eschmann have recently completed a 
project aimed at proper maintenance of the incunabula ang 
bound manuscripts at the History of Medicine Division ig 
Cleveland. These books, previously mended, restored or re 
bound, have now been cleaned and the leather bindings treat. 
ed with potassium lactate solution, The potassium lactate 
treatment, developed by the British Museum, is the best 
method yet devised for the protection of leather bindings 
(see AML NEWS, December 1949). 


INDEX-CATALOGUE PUBLICATION 





The last published volume of the Index-Catalogue (Vol, 
X, Series 4) appeared in 1948, In 1950 It was estimated 
that Volume XI would appear in the fall of 1951. Later eg- 
timates postponed this date to 1952, and then to the middle 
of 1953. Last month the NEWS published a note forecastig 
the appearance of Volume XT in the fall of 1954. An esti- 
mate subsequently received from Dr. Claudius F, Mayer, Edis 
tor of the Index-Catalogue, now sets the tentative publica- 
tion date as sometime in 1955. 





AFML FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 


The Credit Union, organized late in 1952 as an extra- 
curricular activity of the AFML staff, has now completed its 
first full year of operation, There are now 224 members 
(including some from the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology) 
and the amount held in shares is about $12,000. During the 
year 221 loans totaling over $30,000 were made to members; 
and a dividend of 3% was declared. The newly elected Board 
has chosen the following officers for 1954: 


President -Mr. Joseph Tucker 

Vice President -Mrs. Gladys Williams 
Secretary -Miss Jacqueline Chambers 
Treasurer -Mrs. Beth Templeton 


The group of officers who, under Miss Eleanor R, Hasting as 


President, guided the Credit Union so successfully durig 
its first year is congratulated for its excellent work, 


CURRENT LIST SUBSCRIPTION PRICE 





Under date of 22 December 1953, the Superintendent of 
Documents, Government Printing Office, circulated a state 
ment announcing an increase in the subscription price of th 
Current List to $13.50 per year, domestic; #17.00, foreign. 

















